My name is Liz Pearce and I am a final year undergraduate at the University of Bath studying Sociology. For my dissertation I am hoping to gain a clearer insight into whether Christianity is less attractive to British people today.

As part of this study I would like to investigate whether any members of the Hare Krishna faith were previously part of a Christian denomination and if so what attracted them to Hare Krishna. Nevertheless I would also be interested in the attitudes of life-long members to compare with the attitudes of thier Christian counterparts. 

In order to reach a substantial conclusion, I would be most grateful if you could answer the following questions as fully and as honestly as possible, bearing in my mind that there are no right or wrong answers. It should take no more than 30 minutes of your time and is completely anonymous.

Thank you for taking the time to answer these questions.
Just a note: I am not from Britain but from Czech Republic. Hope my input will be still somehow helpful to you. 

DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

1. Please state your gender: male
2. Please state your age: 36
3. Please state your occupation: translator and editor
4. Do you see yourself as a member of a particular class in society?

a) If YES, what is it?

b) If NO, please state why.  

      Mainly due to the nature of this work I have very little social contact with
      other translators – editors which could potentially strengthen such identification.
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND

1. What qualifications did you gain at secondary school? (You do not have to include individual subjects and their grades).

I graduated in high tech industrial school.

2. At what age did you finish secondary school? 19
3. Did you undertake any further or higher education?

a) IF YES what did it involve?  Graduation at the university of agriculture, equivalent of MSA (Master of Scientific Agriculture).
b) If NO, please continue onto the section

FAMILY’S RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND

1. Do you feel that your mother and/or father are/were religious?

a) If YES what religion did they consider themselves to be a member of?

They were non-practicing Roman Catholics. Same for my grandparents. One reason was that to be actively practicing Christians under Communist rule was quite dangerous and only very dedicated people carried it in public.
2. Please could you describe their attitudes towards religion?

For example where they deeply religious, agnostic or atheist or lapsed.

See 1.
PERSONAL RELIGIOUS HISTORY

1. How long have you been a Hare Krishna for? Full-time since 1993.
2. Was it a personal religious choice? Yes
If NO, please state your answer and continue to the next section. 

a) If YES was it easy to do or did you encounter some hostility from family and/or friends?
Very little actually. They took it as my personal choice and accepted it. My mother even became friendly with other devotees and was helping them.
3. Have you ever been a member of a Christian church before? 

      I was just infant-baptized as a Roman Catholic. In my teenage years I read the 

      Bible and was very inspired by the example of Lord Jesus but I never regularly

      attended church services (see Family, 1).
If NO, please state your answer and continue to question 5.

a) If YES, between what ages were you a member?

4. Please explain why you chose to convert from Christianity?

I didn’t really convert. I was a seeker, for several years studying various spiritual paths.
5. How did the Hare Krishna faith appeal to you?

Gaudiya Vaishnavism offered me real living spiritual experience in the company of similarly dedicated friends as well as the profoundest knowledge of spiritual reality I could find anywhere including its expression in the lives of great spiritual personalities from our tradition. (Btw similar to saints from other traditions.)
6. How has your life changed since becoming a member of the Hare Krishna faith?

The change was quite profound. Although I lead a vegetarian, alcohol - and smoke - free life before (inspired by the example of Buddha), I have adopted a completely new worldview (we are spirit souls different from matter, eternal servants of God, the Supreme Person) with a new standard of values, including personal hygiene, eating habits, regular study of scriptures, service to the Lord and His servants and last but not least, mantra meditation with Hare Krishna mantra.
CURRENT RELIGIOUS BELIEFS

1. How much time in a week does your faith take up?

General Vedic approach is non-secular, i.e. faith and its practice are not separate from ‘regular’ life. So basically my whole day is devoted in one way or another to the service of the Lord in our publishing house, Bhaktivedanta Book Trust (www.krishna.se). But when counting only the worship, study, meditation and food preparation (to offer it to Krishna) it would be something like five hours a day.
2. What questions or problems in modern life do you feel that being a Hare Krishna helps you to overcome, for e.g. questions about life and death?

Yes, these are the most important but this is a large topic. Vaishnava lifestyle helps one to improve all aspects of material and spiritual life, even if one practices only the general regulations - just by excluding meat diet, intoxication, gambling and illicit sex one becomes more peaceful, healthy and wealthy. Srila Prabhupada said that “meat-eater cannot understand God.” It saves a lot of time. And one also learns to work only for basic necessities, avoiding the whole materialistic commercial rat race (school, hard work, retirement, death).
3. Would you consider your religion to be the result of a lifestyle choice? Please explain.

No, I wanted to find a meaningful, spiritually fulfilling life. There are many people who have chosen a similar lifestyle (which we call “simple living, high thinking”) just by instinctively, through common sense, eliminating negative aspects of Western materialism even though their goal may not be spiritual.
4. How do you feel that your religion is a factor in forming your identity?

It is crucial. Being a servant of God is the real identity of every living being.
5. Are you attracted to the ideas of any other forms of religion?

If NO, please state your answer and continue to question 6.

a)  If YES, what are they?

      I’m attracted and inspired by every expression of bhakti (devotion to the Lord)
      and surrender to God in every tradition. Actually all the major theistic traditions
      fall into this category. This is shown on our website in Connections section (see

      below).
6. Do you agree that there is a general decline in Christianity in Britain today?

This decline is seen all over the West and much have been written about it. Even the various churches and denominations more or less gave up on preaching to
secularized Westerners and instead focus on the third world missionary efforts. To me it looks like filling a jug with cracked bottom, what to speak of the fact that this goes on usually without deeper knowledge of indigenous spirituality and thus creates a lot of harm. India is maybe the best example in this regard.
a) If YES, why do you think more people are turning to other forms of religious support?

Since the crude materialism brings only superficial, illusory satisfaction and at the same time there is an historical experience of two hundred years secularism and undermining of spiritual, especially Christian values (nowadays carried mainly by Western media) there has been a profound turn to New Age type of spirituality where God is seen as an impersonal force. This is inimical to bhakti and has to be dealt with. Vaishnavism has a long tradition of philosophical and theological opposition to impersonalist monist schools. For more please see esp.
www.veda.harekrsna.cz/encyclopedia/newage.htm
www.veda.harekrsna.cz/encyclopedia/buddhism.htm
7. Why do you think others are indifferent to all forms of religious participation? 

Materialistic culture and New Age approach supports individualism and distrust in leadership, esp. spiritual. Media loves church scandals strengthening this attitude. However, the main reason is egoistic focus on one’s bodily gratification which turns one away from spiritual life.

Thank you very much again for taking the time to complete this questionnaire. I hope that in some respects it provided you with the chance to explore the reasoning behind your own beliefs.

If you have any questions or further information, which you feel would be useful to me, or if you would like to follow up about any aspect of the questionnaire, my email address is ss1ep@bath.ac.uk
Hope you can make use of my brief answers both in your study and your life. On our website is a lot of related info. Wishing you successful graduation and happy life in service of God.

Hare Krishna.

Your servant, bh. Jan

www.veda.harekrsna.cz
