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Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati was one of ten children born to Bhaktivinoda
Thakura, a great Vaisnava Acarya in the disciplic-line from Lord Caitanya
Himself. While living in a house named Narayana Chata, just near the temple
of Lord Jagannatha in Puri, Bhaktivinoda Thakura was engaged as a prominent
Deputy Magistrate and also served as the superintendent of the temple of

Lord Jagannatha. Yet in spite of these responsibilities, he served the cause

of Krsna with prodigious energy. While working to reform Gaudiya Vaisnavism
in India, he prayed to Lord Caitanya, "Your teachings have been greatly
depreciated and it is not in my power to restore them." Thus he prayed for a
son to help him in his preaching mission. When, on February 6, 1874,
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati was born to Bhaktivinoda and Bhagavati devi in
Jagannatha Puri, the Vaisnavas considered it the answer to his father's

prayers. He was born with the umbilical cord wrapped around his neck and
draped across his chest like the sacred thread worn by brahmanas.

Six months after the child was born, Bhaktivinoda arranged for his son to
undergo the annaprasana ceremony with the prasada of Bimala Devi, and
thereafter named the boy Bimala Prasada. Around the same time the carts of
the Jagannatha festival stopped at the gate of Bhaktivinoda's residence and
for three days could not be moved. Bhaktivinoda Thakura's wife brought the
infant onto the cart and approached the Deity of Lord Jagannatha.
Spontaneously, the infant extended his arms and touched the feet of Lord
Jagannatha and was immediately blessed with a garland that fell from the
body of the Lord. Seeing this the priests chanted the name of Hari and told
the child's mother that the boy would certainly become a great devotee one
day. When Bhaktivinoda Thakura learned that the Lord's garland had fallen on
his son, he realized that this was the son for whom he had prayed.

Bimala Prasada stayed in Puri for ten months after his birth and then went

to Bengal by palanquin on his mother's lap, his infancy was spent at Nadia
District's Ranaghat hearing topics of Sri Hari from his mother.

Bhaktivinoda and his wife were orthodox and virtuous; they never allowed
their children to eat anything other than prasada, nor to associate with bad
company. One day, when Bimala Prasada was still a child of no more than four
years, his father mildly rebuked him for eating a mango not yet duly offered

to Lord Krsna. Bimala Prasada, although only a child, considered himself an
offender to the Lord and vowed never to eat mangoes again. (This was a vow
that he would follow throughout this life.) By the time Bimala Prasada was
seven years old, he had memorised the entire Bhagavad-gita and could even



explain its verses. His father then began training him in proofreading and
printing, in conjunction with the publishing of the Vaisnava magazine
Sajjana-tosani.

In 1881, in the course of excavating for the construction of the Bhakti
bhavana at Rambagan in Calcutta, a Deity of Kurmadeva was unearthed. After
initiating his seven year old son, Bhaktivinoda entrusted Bimala with the
service of the Deity of Kurmadeva.

On April 1, 1884, Bhaktivinoda was appointed the senior Deputy Magistrate of
Serampore, where he admitted Bimala in the Serampore High School. When
Bimala was a mere student in class five, he invented a new method of writing
named Bicanto. During this period he took lessons in mathematics and
astrology from Pandita Mahesacandra Cudamoni. However, he preferred to read
devotional books rather than the school texts.

In 1892, after passing his entrance examination, Bimala was admitted into
the Sanskrit College of Calcutta. There he spent considerable time in the
library studying various books on philosophy. He also studied the Vedas
under the guidance of Prithvidhara Sarma. As a student he contributed many
thoughtful articles to various religious journals. However he did not
continue with his college studies for long.

In 1897 he started an autonomous Catuspathi (Sanskrit school) wherefrom
monthly journals entitled "Jyotirvida", "Brihaspati", and many old treatises
on astrology were published. In 1898, while teaching at Sarasvata

Catuspathi, he studied Siddhanta Kaumudi under Prthvidhara Sarma, at
Bhaktibhavana. By the time he was twenty-five he had become well versed in
Sanskrit, mathematics, and astronomy, and he had established himself as the
author and publisher of many magazine articles and one book,
Surya-siddhanta, for which he received the epithet Siddhanta Sarasvati in
recognition of his erudition.

In 1895 Sarasvati Gosvami accepted service under the Tripura Royal
Government as an editor for the biography entitled Raja-ratnakara, the life
histories of the royal line of the independent Tripura Kingdom. Later he was
entrusted with the responsibility of educating the Yuvaraja Bahadur and
Rajkumar Vrajendra Kisore, in Bengali and Sanskrit.

After a short period of time, Siddhanta Sarasvati took up the
responsibilities for inspecting various ongoing activities in the royal
palace for the state of Tripura. However, after finding enviousness, malice
and corruption surfacing in ever corner of his inspection, Siddhanta



Sarasvati very quickly developed an aversion to state affairs and gave

notice of his intention to retire to Maharaja Radhakisore Manikya Bahadur.
The Maharaja approved of Siddhanta Sarasvati's plans for renunciation and
awarded him full-pay pension. However, after three years Siddhanta Sarasvati
also renounced his pension.

With his father, he visited many tirthas and heard discourses from the

learned panditas. In October 1898 Siddhanta Sarasvati accompanied
Bhaktivinoda on a pilgrimage of Kasi, Prayag, Gaya and other holy places. At
Kasi a discussion was held with Ramamisra Sastri regarding the Ramanuja
Sampradaya. After this talk Siddhanta Sarasvati's life seemed to take a

turn, his inclination towards renunciation increased, and he quietly

continued to search for a bona fide spiritual master.

When Siddhanta Sarasvati was twenty-six his father, understanding the mind
of his son, guided him to take initiation from a renounced Vaisnava saint,
Gaurakisora dasa Babaji. Gaurakisora dasa Babaji was the embodiment of
renunciation and was very selective of his association, what to speak about
giving diksa to anyone. He lived beneath a tree near the bank of the Ganga
and wore the abandoned clothes of dead bodies as a waist band (kaupina).
Generally he ate plain rice soaked in Ganga water garnished with chili and
salt. Sometimes he utilized discarded earthen pots, after properly washing
them he would cook rice in them, offer it to Krsna, and then take prasada.
Following the advice of his father, Siddhanta Sarasvati went to Gaurakisora
dasa and begged to be accepted as his disciple. Gaurakisora replied that he
would not be able to give diksa unless he received the approval of Lord
Caitanya. However, when Siddhanta Sarasvati returned again, Gaurakisora said
that he had forgotten to ask Lord Caitanya. On the third visit, Gaurakisora
stated that he asked Mahaprabhu, but He answered nothing.

Hearing this Siddhanta replied that since Gaurakisora was the servant of
Kapatacudamani (the Supreme deceiver) hence he must be testing Sarasvati by
with-holding his consent. However Siddhanta Sarasvati remained firmly
determined and remarked that Ramanuja Acarya had been sent back eighteen
times before he finally received the grace of Gosthipurna, thus he too would
wait patiently until the day that Gaurakisora would bestow his benedictions
upon him. Seeing the commitment of Sarasvati, Gaurakisora was impressed and
gave him diksa in the blissful grove of Godruma and advised him, "to preach
the Absolute Truth and keep aside all other works."

In March 1900 Sarasvati accompanied Bhaktivinoda on a pilgrimage of
Balasore, Remuna, Bhuvanesvar, and Puri. As instructed by Bhaktivinoda,
Sarasvati gave lectures from Caitanya-caritamrta with profound purports.



Through the initiative of Bhaktivinoda Thakura the flow of pure bhakti again
began to inundate the world. After Lord Caitanya's disappearance a period of
darkness ensued in which the river of bhakti had been choked and practically
dried up. The end of the period was brought about by the undaunted preaching
of Bhaktivinoda Thakura. He wrote a number of books on revealing treasures
of bhakti to the world and published numerous religious periodicals. He
inspired many to take up the service of Lord Gauranga and instituted various
Namahatta and Prapannasrama (Gaudiya Matha centers).

In 1905 Siddhanta Sarasvati took a vow to chant the Hare Krsna mantra a
billion times. Residing in Mayapur in a grass hut near the birthplace of

Lord Caitanya, he chanted the mantra day and night. He cooked rice once a
day in an earthen pot and ate nothing more; he slept on the ground, and when
the rainwater leaked trough the grass ceiling, he sat beneath an umbrella,
chanting.

In 1912 Manindra Nadi, the Maharaja of Cossimbazar, arranged to hold a large
Vaisnava Sammilani at his palace. At the specific request of the Maharaja,
Sarasvati Gosvami attended the Sammilani and delivered four very brief
speeches on Suddha Bhakti on four consecutive days. However, he did not take
any food during the Sammilani because of the presence of various groups of
Sahajiyas. After fasting for four days Sarasvati Gosvami came to Mayapura
and took the prasada of Lord Caitanya. Later when Maharaja Manindra Nandy
realized what had happened he was deeply aggrieved and came to Mayapura to
apologize to Siddhanta Sarasvati.

During that time Bengal was full of Sahajiya sects, such as Aul, Baul,
Kartabhaja, Neda-nedi, Daravesa, Sain etc., who followed worldly practices
in the name of spiritualism. Siddhanta Sarasvati launched a severe attack
against those irreligious sects and did not spare anyone who deviated from
the teachings of Lord Caitanya. Even some well known persons bearing the
surname of Gosvamis patronized these Sahajiya sects during that period.
Siddhanta Sarasvati was deeply grieved to see these groups of Prakrita
Sahajiyas, in the garb of Paramahamsa Gosvami Guru's, misleading the people.
Thus he completely disassociated himself and resorted to performing bhajana
in solitude. During this period of solitude, one day Lord Caitanya, along

with the six Gosvamis, suddenly manifested before Siddhanta Sarasvati's
vision and said: "Do not be disheartened, take up the task of

re-establishing Varnasrama with new vigour and preach the message of love
for Sri Krsna everywhere. After receiving this message, Sarasvati Gosvami
was filled with inspiration to preach the glories of Lord Caitanya
enthusiastically.



In 1911, while his aging father was lying ill, Siddhanta Sarasvati took up a
challenge against pseudo Vaisnavas who claimed that birth in their caste was
the prerequisite for preaching Krsna consciousness. The caste-conscious
brahmana community had become incensed by Bhaktivinoda Thakura's
presentation of many scriptural proofs that anyone, regardless of birth,

could become a brahmana-Vaisnava. These smarta brahmanas, out to prove the
inferiority of the Vaisnavas, arranged a discussion. On behalf of his
indisposed father, young Siddhanta Sarasvati wrote an essay, "The Conclusive
Difference Between the Brahmana and the Vaisnava," and submitted it before
his father. Despite his poor health, Bhaktivinoda Thakura was elated to hear
the arguments that would soundly defeat the challenge of the smartas.

On the request of Madhusudana dasa Gosvami of Vrndavana and Visvambharananda
deva Gosvami of Gopiballavpur, Siddhanta Sarasvati traveled to Midnapur,
where panditas from all over India had gathered for a three-day discussion.
Some of the smarta panditas who spoke first claimed that anyone born in a
sudra family, even though initiated by a spiritual master, could never

become purified and perform the brahminical duties of worshiping the Deity
or initiating disciples. Finally, Siddhanta Sarasvati delivered his speech.

He began quoting Vedic references glorifying the brahmanas, and thus the
smarta scholars became very much pleased. But when he began discussing the
actual qualifications for becoming a brahmana, the qualities of the

Vaisnavas, the relationship between the two, and who, according to the Vedic
literature, is qualified to become a spiritual master and initiate

disciples, then the joy of the Vaisnava-haters disappeared. Siddhanta
Sarasvati conclusively proved from the scriptures that if one is born as a
sudra but exhibits the qualities of a brahmana then he should be honoured as

a brahmana, despite his birth. And if one is born in a brahmana family but
acts like a sudra, then he is not a brahmana. After his speech, Siddhanta
Sarasvati was congratulated by the president of the conference, and

thousands thronged around him. It was a victory for Vaisnavism.

Bhaktivinoda Thakura passed away in 1914 (1916?)on the day of Gadadhara
Pandita's disappearance. On the eve of his death Bhaktivinoda instructed his
son to preach the teachings of the six Gosvamis and Lord Caitanya far and
wide. He also requested that Siddhanta Sarasvati develop the birthsite of
Lord Gauranga. Mother Bhagavati Devi died a few years later. Before her
death, she held the hands of Sarasvati Gosvami imploring him to preach the
glories of Lord Gauranga and His dhama. Accepting the instructions of his
parents as his foremost duty, Sarasvati Gosvami took up this task of
preaching with intense enthusiasm and vigour.

With the passing away of his father, and his spiritual master a year later,
Siddhanta Sarasvati continued the mission of Lord Caitanya. He assumed



editorship of Sajjana-tosani and established the Bhagavata Press in
Krishnanagar. Then in 1918, in Mayapur, he sat down before a picture of
Gaurakisora dasa Babaji and initiated himself into the sannyasa order. At
this time he assumed the sannyasa title Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami
Maharaja.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati was dedicated to using the printing press as the
best medium for large-scale distribution of Krsna consciousness. He thought
of the printing press as a brhat mrdanga, a big mrdanga. The mrdanga drum
played during kirtana could be heard for a block or two, whereas with the
brhat mrdanga, the printing press, the message of Lord Caitanya could be
spread all over the world.

Rohinikumar Ghosh, a nephew of Justice Candramadhava Ghosh of Calcutta High
Court and originally a resident of Bhola in Barisal (now in Bangladesh),
decided to renounce the world and engage himself in Haribhajana. With this
purpose in mind he came to Kulia in Navadvipa where he led the life of a
Baul. However, he despised the practices of the sevadasis prevalent amongst
the Baul sect. One day Rohini Ghosh happen to come to the Yogapitha when
Sarasvati Gosvami was lecturing there. Rohini was delighted to see the
luminous appearance of Sarasvati Gosvami and fascinated by his words. Late
that night, after spending the whole day listening to Sarasvati Gosvami's
teachings, Rohini returned to his Baul Guru's asrama at Kulia. Without
taking any prasada, Rohini took rest contemplating the lessons on Suddha
Bhakti which he had heard that day. In his dream Rohini saw a Baul and his
consort appear before him in the form of a tiger and tigress which were

about to devour him. Trembling in fear Rohini desperately called out to Lord
Caitanya. Suddenly Rohini found himself being rescued from the clutches of
the tigers by Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati. From that day Rohini left the Baul
guru forever and took shelter at the feet of Sarasvati Gosvami.

Annadaprasad Datta, the elder brother of Sarasvati Gosvami, suffered with
severe headaches shortly before his death. On the day of Annada's death
Sarasvati Gosvami remained by his side all through the night, chanting
Harinama. Before Annada passed away he briefly regained consciousness and
began apologizing to Sarasvati Gosvami, who simply encouraged him to
remember the holy name of the Lord. Suddenly the tilaka mark of the
Ramanuja-sampradaya became clearly visible on Annada's forehead. Annada
explained that in his past birth he had been a Vaisnava belonging to the
Ramanuja sect, but due to committing an offense at the feet of a Gaudiya
Vaisnava, Annada had to be reborn. However, as a result of his past merit he
was fortunate enough to be born into Bhaktivinoda's family. After finishing
his account Annada breathed his last.



Once on the day preceding Janmastami in the Bengali month of Bhadra,
Sarasvati Gosvami was engaged in bhajana at Mayapura but was feeling
disturbed as he was unable to arrange for milk to be offered to the Deity.
As soon as he began to think in this way he chastised himself: "Have I
thought like this for my own sake? That is wrong." Because it was the
monsoon season, Lord Caitanya's birth site was covered with water and was
totally inaccessible except by boat. However, that afternoon, one milkman
turned up there wading through water and slush carrying a large quantity of
milk, ksira, butter, cottage-cheese etc. Apparently a Zamindar named
Harinarayana Cakravarti, guided by Lord Caitanya, had sent the milkman with
all the items.

After offering everything to the Deity the devotees partook of the prasada
joyfully. Sarasvati Thakura was surprised to see so much prasada and the
devotees explained what had happened. After taking prasada Siddhanta
Sarasvati humbly appealed to the Lord. "I am very sorry to have caused You
so much trouble. Why did I have such an uncalled for thought? To fulfill my
desire You have inspired another person and arranged to send these things."
The world was amazed to see the supernatural power of Sarasvati Gosvami.
Many educated persons from highly respectable families were attracted to him
and thus dedicated themselves to the service of Lord Gauranga. Between 1918
and 1937 Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati founded sixt-four Mathas at the following
places: Navadvipa, Mayapura, Calcutta, Chaka, Mymensingh, Naryanaganj,
Chittagong, Midnapore, Remuna, Babasore, Puri, Alalanatha, Madras, Covoor,
Delhi, Patna, Gaya, Lucknow, Varanasi, Hardwar, Allahabad, Mathura,
Vrndavana, Assam, Kuruksetra, and outside India in London, and Rangoon.
Sarasvati Gosvami instituted Gaurapadapitha at Nrsimhacala on the top of the
Mandara hill, and at several places in South India. He initiated twenty five
highly educated persons into Bhagavata Tridandi sannyasa.

He published the following periodicals in different languages:

1. Sajjanatosani (a fortnightly Bengali);

2. The Harmonist (an English fortnightly);
3. Gaudiya (a Bengali weekly);

4. Bhagavata (a Hindi fortnightly);

5. Nadiya Prakasa (a Bengali daily);

6. Kirtana (an Assamese monthly);

7. Paramarthi (in Odiya).

In addition he published a large number of Vaisnava books. In fact, he
heralded a new era of the spiritual world. He deputed well-disciplined
Tridandi sannyasi's to preach the message of Lord Gauranga all over the



world. For six years he continued to supervise this preaching work and when
he found that his mission had attained its goal, to a reasonable extent, he
decided to pass into the eternal service of Lord Gauranga.

A few days before his death Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati called his foremost
disciples and showered his blessings upon all his devotees. He gave them the
following instructions: "With the utmost enthusiasm preach the message of
Rupa and Raghunatha. Our ultimate goal is to become a speck of dust touching
the lotus feet of the followers of Rupa Gosvami. All of you remain united in
allegiance to the spiritual master (Asraya-vigraha) in order to satisfy the
senses of the Transcendental Supreme Person. Do not give up the worship of
Hari even amidst hundreds of dangers, hundreds of insults or hundreds of
persecutions. Do not become unenthusiastic upon seeing that the majority of
people in this world are not accepting the message of Krsna's sincere
worship. Never give up the glorification of the topics of Krsna, they are

your own personal bhajana and your very all and all. Being humble like a
blade of grass and tolerant like a tree, constantly glorify Hari.

In the early hours of the day on January 1, 1937 Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Gosvami passed away.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gésvami Prabhupada

GVA, GPC

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati byl jednim z deseti d&ti narozenych Bhaktivinodovi
Thakurovi, vzneSenému vaiSnavskému acarjovi v u¢ednické posloupnosti od
samotného Pana Caitanji. KdyZ Bhaktivinéda Thakura Zil v domé& zvaném Nardjana
Chata pobliz chramu Pana Dzagannatha v Puri, byl zaméstnan jako vyznamny
nameéstek policejniho soudce a také slouzil jako spravce chramu Pana Dzagannatha.
Navzdory témto odpovédnostem s uzasnou energii slouzil KriSnoveé misi. Pfi praci na
reformé gaudija vai§navismu v Indii se modlil k Panu Caitanjovi: ,,Tvoje uéeni bylo
velmi oslabeno a neni v mé moci je obnovit.” Takto se modlil o syna, aby mu
pomohl v jeho kazatelské misi. KdyZ se 6. inora 1874 Bhaktivinddovi a Bhagavati
dévi v DZagannatha Puri narodil Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati, vaiSnavové to povazovali
za odpovéd’ na otcovy modlitby. Narodil se s pupec¢ni Siitirou kolem krku a
ptehozenou pres hrud’ jako posvatnou brahmanskou $ndrou.

Sest mésicii po narozeni ditéte Bhaktivinoda uspofadal obfad annaprasana s
prasadam Bimaly Dévi a chlapce pojmenoval Bimala Prasada. V té dobé se vozy pfii
Dzagannathové festivalu zastavily u brany Bhaktivinodova sidla a po tfi dny se jimi
nedalo pohnout. ManZzelka Bhaktivinoda Thékura pfinesla dité na viiz a ptistoupila k



Bozstvu Pana DZagannatha. Kojenec spontanné natdhl ruce, dotkl se nohou Pana
Dzagannatha a byl okamzité poZehnan girlandou, ktera spadla z Panova téla. Kdyz to
knéZzi vidéli, volali Hartho yjméno a fekli matce ditéte, Ze se chlapec jist€ jednoho dne
stane velkym oddanym. KdyZ se Bhaktivinoda Thékura dozvéd€l, Ze na jeho syna
spadla Panova girlanda, uvédomil si, Ze to je syn, o kterého se modlil. Bimala
Prasada zlstal po narozeni v Puri deset mésicii a pak odjel do Bengalska v nositkach
na matcin€ klin€. Détstvi stravil v nadijském okrese Ranaghat a naslouchal od matky
o Sri Harim.

Bhaktivindda a jeho manzelka byli ortodoxni a ctnostni; nikdy nedovolili svym
détem jist nic jiného nez prasddam a stykat se se Spatnou spolec¢nosti. Jednoho dne,
kdyz nebyly Bimala Prasddovi vice nez Ctyii roky, otec ho mirné€ pokaral za to, ze
snédl mango, které jesté nebylo fadné obétovano Panu Krisnovi. Bimala Prasada, i
kdyz byl jen dit€, se povazoval za pachatele prestupku vici Panu a slozil slib, ze
nikdy nebude jist manga. (To byl slib, ktery dodrzel cely Zivot.) V sedmi letech si
Bimala Prasad zapamatoval celou Bhagavad-gitu a umél dokonce vysvétlit jeji verse.
Otec ho pak zacal ucit korekturam a tisku v souvislosti s vydavanim vaisnavského
casopisu Sadzdzana-téSani.

V roce 1881, béhem vykopu pro stavbu Bhakti bhavanu v Rambaganu v Kalkatg,
bylo nalezeno Bozstvo Kurmadévy. Poté, co Bhaktivindda svého sedmiletého syna
zasvétil, sveril mu sluzbu Bozstvu Kurmadévy.

1. dubna 1884 byl Bhaktivindda jmenovan vrchnim zastupcem policejniho soudce v
Srirampuru, kde zapsal Bimalu na Srirdmpurskou stiedni §kolu. Bimala jako pouhy
student 5. tfidy vynalezl novou metodu psani jménem Bicanto. Béhem tohoto obdobi
bral lekce matematiky a astrologie u Pandita Mahésa¢andry Cuddmaniho. Radé&ji nez
Skolni texty vSak cetl devocionalni knihy.

V roce 1892 byl Bimala po absolvovani pfijimaci zkousky piijat na Sanskrtskou
vysokou Skolu v Kalkaté. Tam travil zna¢ny ¢as v knihovné studiem rznych knih o
filozofii. Studoval také Védy pod vedenim Prithvidhary Sarmy. Jako student pfispél
mnoha promyslenymi ¢lanky do riznych naboZenskych asopist. Jeho
vysokoskolské studium vSak netrvalo dlouho.

V roce 1897 zalozil autonomni €atuspathi (sanskrtskou skolu), vydaval mési¢niky
zvané ,,Dzjotirvid®, ,,Brihaspati® a vydal mnoho starych pojednéni o astrologii. V
roce 1898, zatimco u¢il v Sarasvata Catuspathi, studoval Siddhantu Kaumudi pod
vedenim Prithvidhary Sarmy v Bhaktibhavanu. KdyZ mu bylo pétadvacet, dobie se
orientoval v sanskrtu, matematice a astronomii, a byl znam jako autor a vydavatel
mnoha ¢asopiseckych ¢lankt a jedné knihy, Strja-siddhéanty, za coZ dostal ptfidomek
Siddhénta Sarasvati jako uznani jeho erudice.



V roce 1895 Sarasvati Gosvami pfijal sluzbu v kralovské vlade statu Tripura jako
redaktor biografie s ndzvem RadZa-ratnakara, historie kralovského rodu nezavislého
kralovstvi Tripura. Pozdéji byl povétren vzdélavanim juvarddze (korunniho prince)
Bahadura a radZkumara (prince) VradZéndry KiSoéra v bengalsting a sanskrtu.

Po kratké dob¢ se Siddhanta Sarasvati ptijal odpovédnost kontrolovat rizné
probihajici aktivity v krdlovském paldaci statu Tripura. Nicméné po odhaleni
zavistivosti, zlomyslnosti a korupce, které se vynotrovaly na kazdém kroku jeho
kontroly, Siddhéanta Sarasvati velmi rychle vyvinul averzi vici statnim zaleZitostem a
oznamil Maharadzovi Radhéakisérovi Ménikjovi Bahadurovi sviij imysl odejit.
Maharadza schvalil plany Siddhénty Sarasvatiho ptijmout stav odfikani a ptiznal mu
plny diichod. Po tfech letech se vSak Siddhanta Sarasvati svého diichodu vzdal.

S otcem navstivil mnoho tirth a poslouchal diskuse u¢enych panditii. V fijnu 1898
Siddhanta Sarasvati doprovazel Bhaktivinoda na pout’ do K4si, Prajagu, Gaji a na
dalSi svatd mista. V

K4si diskutoval s R&mamirou Sastrim o RamanudZové sampradaji. Po tomto
rozhovoru se zdélo, Ze Zivot Siddhanty Sarasvatiho nabral novy smér, sklon k
odfikéani vzrostl a tiSe pokracoval v hledani pravého duchovniho mistra.

Kdyz bylo Siddhantovi Sarasvatimu dvacet Sest, jeho otec porozumél synoveé mysli a
doporucil mu, aby pfijal zasvéceni od odiikavého vaisSnavského svétce, GaurakiSora
dase Babadziho. GaurakiSora dasa Babadzi byl ztélesnénim odiikéni a velmi
vybiravy co do spoleénosti, o udélovani diksi komukoli nemluvé. Zil pod stromem na
bfehu Gangy a jako bederni rousku (kaupin) nosil vyhozené oble¢eni mrtvol.
Obvykle jedl obycCejnou ryzi namocenou ve vodé Gangy s €ili a soli. Nékdy pouzival
vyhozené hlinéné nadoby, v nichz po fadném umyti varil ryzi, obétoval ji KriSnovi a
pak pfijal prasddam. Na radu svého otce Siddhanta Sarasvati odesel za GaurakiSorem
dasem a poprosil ho, aby ho ptijal za Zaka. GaurakiSora odpovédél, Ze nebude
schopen udélit dik$u, pokud nedostane souhlas Pana Caitanji. Nicméné kdyZ se
Siddhanta Sarasvati vratil, GaurakisSora fekl, Ze se zapomnél Pana Caitanji zeptat. Pi1
treti navstéveé GaurakiSora tekl, Ze se Mahéaprabhua zeptal, ale On neodpovédél.

Kdyz to Siddhanta uslysel, odpovédél, Ze protoze je Gaurakiséra sluzebnikem
Kapata-¢udamaniho (Nejvyssiho podvodnika), musi testovat Sarasvatiho odpiranim
souhlasu. Siddhéanta Sarasvati nicméné ztlistal pevné odhodlany a poznamenal, Ze
Ramaénudza 4¢érja byl poslan pry¢ osmnactkrat, nez nakonec pitijal milost
Gosthipurny, takze 1 on trpélivé vycka dne, kdy mu GaurakiSora ud€li sva pozehnani.
Sarasvatiho odhodlani udélalo na Gaurakisora dojem a v blazeném h4ji Godrumu mu
udélil dikSu a poradil mu ,,aby kazal Absolutni Pravdu a odlozil v§echny ostatni
¢innosti.*



V bieznu 1900 Sarasvati doprovazel Bhaktivinéda na poutni cestu do BaléSvaru,
Remuny, Bhuvanésvaru a Puri. Na Bhaktivinodiiv pokyn piednasel z Caitanja-
Caritamrity s hlubokymi vyklady. Diky iniciativé Bhaktivindda Thakura zac¢al proud
Sisté bhakti znovu zaplavovat svét. Po odchodu Pana Caitanji nasledovalo obdobi
temna, v némz byla feka bhakti ucpana a prakticky vyschla. Konec tohoto obdobi
piineslo neohrozené kazani Bhaktivinoda Thékura. Napsal fadu knih odhalujicich
poklady bhakti svétu a vydaval ¢etnd nabozenska periodika. Inspiroval mnoho lidi,
aby piijali sluzbu Panu Gaurdngovi a zalozil rlizné Namahatty a PrapannaSramy
(stiediska Gaudija Mathu).

V roce 1905 Siddhanta Sarasvati slozil slib pronést mantru Hare KriSna miliardkrat.
Usadil se v Majapuru ve slaméné chysi pobliz rodisté Pana Caitanji a ve dne v noci
pronasel mantru. Jednou denné uvafil v hlinéné nadob¢ ryzi a nic jiného nejedl; spal
na zemi, a kdyz dovnitt slaménym stropem vnikala destova voda, sedél pod
deStnikem a dZapoval.

V roce 1912 Manindra Nandi, Maharadza z Kossimbazaru, uspotfadal ve svém palaci
velké VaiSnava Sammilani. Na Mahdradzovu zvlastni Zadost Sarasvati Gosvami
navstivil Sammilani a ve Ctyfech dnech po sobé€ pronesl Ctyti velmi kratké projevy o
Suddha bhakti. Nicméné béhem Sammilani kviili ptfitomnosti rliznych skupin
sahadziji nepfijal Zadné jidlo. Po ¢tyfech dnech plstu ptiSel Sarasvati Gosvami do
Majapuru a pfijal prasddam Pana Caitanji. Pozdgji, kdyZ si Maharadza Manindra
Nandi uvédomil, co se stalo, byl hluboce zarmoucen a pfisel se do Majapuru
Siddhantovi Sarasvatimu omluvit.

V té dobé bylo Bengalsko plné sekt sahadzijti jako Aula, Baula, Kartabhadz4, Neda-
nedi, Daravésa, Sain atd., ktefi nasledovali svétské praktiky ve jménu duchovna.
Siddhanta Sarasvati proti témto bezboZznym sektam zahajil tvrdy Gtok a neuSettil
nikoho, kdo se odchyloval od uéeni Pana Caitanji. V té dobé podporovaly tyto sekty
sahadZiji dokonce 1 nékteré znameé osoby nesouci piijmeni Gosvami. Siddhanta
Sarasvati byl hluboce zarmoucen, kdyz vidél tyto skupiny prakrita sahadzijii v odévu
Paramahansa Gésvamich guruil svadéjicich lidi. Zcela se ziekl spole¢nosti a uchylil
se k bhadzanu o samot¢. B€hem tohoto obdobi samoty se mu jednoho dne néhle
zjevili Pan Caitanja spolu se Sesti Gosvamimi a fekli: ,,Nenech se odradit, s novou
energii pfijmi tikol obnovit varnasramu a viude kazej poselstvi lasky ke Sri
Kri$novi.”“ Po obdrzeni této zpravy byl Sarasvati Gosvami naplnén inspiraci nadSené
kéazat slavu Pana Caitanji.

V roce 1911, zatimco jeho stary otec leZel nemocny, Siddhdnta Sarasvati ptijal vyzvu
pseudovaiSnavi, ktefi tvrdili, Ze narozeni v jejich kasté je predpokladem pro kazani
védomi KriSny. Kastovnim védomim otravena brahmanskd komunita byla popuzena
prezentaci Bhaktivinoda Thakura plnou mnoha diikazi z pisem, Ze kazdy, bez ohledu
na zrozeni, se mize stat brahmanou-vaiSnavou. Tito smarta brahmani uspotradali



debatu, aby dokazali podfizenost vaisnavi. Jménem svého indisponovaného otce
mlady Siddhanta Sarasvati napsal esej ,,Nezvratny rozdil mezi brdhmanou a
vaiSnavou‘ a predlozil jej otci. Navzdory Spatnému zdravi byl Bhaktivindda Thakura
nadSen, kdyz slySel argumenty, které presvédCiveé porazi vyzvu smartli. Na Zadost
Madhusudana dase Gosvamiho z Vrindavanu a Vi§vambharanandy dévy Gosvamiho
z Gopiballavpuru Siddhanta Sarasvati odcestoval do Midnapuru, kde se shromazdili
panditové z celé Indie ke tiidenni diskusi. Néktefi smartovsti panditove, kteti mluvili
jako prvni, tvrdili, Ze nikdo narozeny v rodin¢ sudrt, i kdyby byl zasvécen
duchovnim mistrem, se nikdy nemtiZe oc€istit a konat brdhmanské povinnosti uctivani
Bozstva nebo zasvécovani zakl. Nakonec prednesl sviij projev Siddhanta Sarasvati.
Zacal citacemi védskych diikazii oslavujicich brahmany a smartovsti uc¢enci tedy byli
velmi potéSeni. KdyZ vSak zacal diskutovat skutecné kvalifikace, jak se stat
brdhmanou, vai$navské vlastnosti, vztah mezi nimi a kdo je podle védské literatury
kvalifikovany stat se duchovnim mistrem a zasvécovat zaky, radost téch, kdo
vaiSnavy nenavidéli, se vytratila. Siddhanta Sarasvati pfesvédcivé dokdzal z pisem,
ze pokud se ¢lovek narodi jako Sudra, ale projevuje vlastnosti brahmany, pak by mél
byt navzdory ptivodu ctén jako brahmana. A jestlize se ¢lovék narodil v rodiné
brahmani, ale jedna jako §tdra, pak brdhmana neni. Po projevu Siddhantovi
Sarasvatimu poblahopftal prezident konference a shlukly se kolem ného tisice lidi.
Bylo to vitézstvi vaiSnavismu.

Bhaktivindda Thékura zemftel v roce 1914 v den odchodu Gadadhara Pandita. V
piedvecer své smrti nafidil synovi §iroce kazat udeni Sesti Gosvamich a Pana
Caitanji. Pozadal také, aby Siddhanta Sarasvati vybudoval misto narozeni P4ana
Gaurangy. Matka Bhagavati dévi zemiela o n¢kolik let pozdéji. Pfed smrti drzela
Sarasvatiho Gosvamiho za ruce a prosila ho, aby kazal slavu Pana Gaurdngy a Jeho
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se tohoto tkolu kazani s velkym nadSenim a energii.

Po odchodu svého otce a duchovniho mistra o rok pozdé¢ji Siddhanta Sarasvati
pokracoval v misi Pana Caitanji. Stal se $éfredaktorem SadzdZana-t6Sani a zalozil
tiskarnu Bhagavata Press v KriSnanagaru. V roce 1918 v Majapuru usedl pied obraz
GaurakiSora dase Babadziho a zasvétil se do sannjasu. Prijal titul Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Gosvami Maharadza.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati byl odhodlan pouzivat tiskatsky stroj jako ten nejlepsi
prostiedek pro rozsahlé siteni védomi KriSny. Povazoval jej za brihad mridangu,
velkou mridangu. Buben mridangu je béhem kirtanu slySet jeden ¢i dva bloky,
zatimco s brihad mridangou, tiskafskym strojem, se mohlo poselstvi Pana Caitanyi
Sifit po celém svéte.

Rohinikuméar Ghos, synovec soudce Candramadhavy Ghose z kalkatského
nejvyssiho soudu a ptivodné obyvatel Bholy v Barisalu (nyni v Bangladési), se



rozhodl zfeknout se svéta a vénovat se Hari bhadzanu. S timto zdmérem piisel do
Kulii v Navadvipu, kde vedl Zivot baula. Nicméné opovrhoval praktikou sévadasich
praktikovanou v sekté baulil. Jednoho dne ptiSel Rohini Ghos§ do Jogapithu, kdyZz tam
prednasel Sarasvati Gosvami. Rohiniho potésil zativy vzhled Sarasvatiho Gosvamiho
a fascinovala ho jeho slova. Pozd€ v noci, poté, co stravil cely den poslouchanim
Sarasvatiho Gosvamiho, se Rohini vratil do 4Sramu svého baula gurua v Kulii. Aniz
si vzal jakékoli prasddam, pfemyslel o Suddha bhakti, o niZ ten den slySel. Ve snu
Ro6hini spattil baula a jeho manZzelku, ktefi se pfed nim zjevili v podob¢ tygra a
tygtice chystajici se ho pohltit. Rohini chvéjici se strachem zoufale zavolal Pana
Caitanyu. Nahle Rohiniho osvobodil z tygtich spart Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati. Toho
dne Roéhini baula gurua navzdy opustil a ptijal Gto€isté u nohou Sarasvatiho
Gosvamiho.

Annada-prasad Datta, starsi bratr Sarasvatiho Gosvamiho, trpél kratce pred smrti
tézkymi bolestmi hlavy. V den Annadovy smrti Sarasvati Gosvami zustal celou noc u
nc¢ho a dZapoval Harindm. NeZ Annad4 zemfel, kratce piiSel k védomi a zacal se
Sarasvatimu Gosvamimu ospravedlnovat. Ten ho jednoduse povzbudil, aby myslel
na svaté jméno Pana. Nahle se na Annadové€ Cele jasn€ objevil tilak Ramanudza-
sampradaji. Annada vysvétlil, Ze v minulém Zzivoté byl Rdmanudza vaiSnava, ale
kvili spachani ptestupku u nohou gaudija vaiSnavy se musel znovu narodit. Nicméné
diky minulym zasluhdm mél to §tésti, ze se narodil v Bhaktivinddové roding. Po
dokonceni svého vypravéni Annada vydechl naposled.

Jednou den pfed DZanmastami v bengélském mésici Bhadra se Sarasvati Gosvami
vénoval bhadZanu v Majapuru, ale citil neklid, protoze nebyl schopen ziskat mléko
pro obctovani BoZstvu. Jakmile zacal pfemyslet timto zplisobem, pokaral sam sebe:
,Uvazoval jsem takto ve vlastnim zajmu? To je Spatné.* Protoze bylo monzunoveé
obdobi, misto narozeni P4ana Caitanji bylo zaplavené vodou a zcela nepiistupné,
kromé lodi. Odpoledne se tam vSak ukdzal jeden mlékat brodici se vodou a bahnem
s velkym mnozstvim mléka, kSiry, masla, syra cottage atd. Ukazalo se, ze toho
mlékate se viemi mléénymi vyrobky poslal zamindar Harinardjana Cakravarti
inspirovany Panem Caitanjou.

Po obétovani v§eho Bozstvu oddani s radosti piijali prasddam. Sarasvati Thakura byl
prekvapen, kdyz vidél tolik prasddam a oddani vysvétlili, co se stalo. Po pfijeti
prasddam se Siddhanta Sarasvati pokorn¢ obratil na Pana. ,,Je mi velmi lito, ze jsem
Ti zplsobil tolik potizi. Pro¢ jsem mél takovou nezddouci myslenku? Abys splnil
moji touhu, ispiroval jsi jinou osobu a zatidil zaslani téchto véci.*

Svét byl ohromen nadptirozenou moci Sarasvatiho Gésvamiho. Ptitahoval mnoho
vzdélanych osob z vysoce cténych rodin, které se vénovaly sluzbé Panu Gaurdngovi.
Mezi lety 1918 a 1937 zalozil Bhaktisiddhénta Sarasvati Sedesat ¢tyfi Mathy na
tdchto mistech: Navadvip, Majapur, Kalkata, Caka, Majmensingh, Narjanagatidz,



Citégéon, Medinipur, Remuna, Balésvar, Puri, Alalanath, Madras, Kovur, Dilli,
Patna, Gaja, Lakhnat, Varanasi, Haridvar, [1ahabad, Mathura, Vrindavan, Asam,
Kuruksétra a mimo Indii v Londyné a Rangunu. Sarasvati Gosvami instaloval
Gaurapada pith (odlitek chodidel Pana Caitanji, pozn. prekl.) v Nrsimhadale na
vrcholu hory Mandara a na nékolika mistech v jizni Indii. Do Bhagavata tridandi
sannjasu zasveétil dvacet pét vysoce vzdélanych osob. Vydaval tato periodika v
riznych jazycich:

1. Sadzdzanat6Sani (Ctrnactidenik, bengélstina);
2. Harmonist (¢trnactidenik, anglictina);

3. Gaudija (tydenik, bengalStina);

4. Bhagavata (Ctrnéactidenik, hindstina);

5. Nadija Prakasa (denik, bengalstina);

6. Kirtana (mé&si¢nik, dsamstina);

7. Paramarthi (uriStina).

Kromé toho vydal velké mnozstvi vaiSnavskych knih. Ve skute¢nosti vyhlasil novou
¢ru duchovniho svéta. Vyslal disciplinované tridandi sannjasi kazat poselstvi Pana
Gaurangy po celém svéts. Sest let dohliZel na tuto kazatelskou praci, a kdyz vidél, Ze
jeho mise doséhla v pfijatelném rozsahu svého cile, rozhodl se odejit do vécné sluzby
Panu Gaurangovi.

N¢ékolik dni pted smrti Bhaktisiddhdnta Sarasvati svolal své piedni zdky a pozehnal
vSem svym oddanym. Dal jim tyto pokyny: ,,S nejvysSim nadSenim kéazejte poselstvi
Rupy a Raghunatha. Nasim kone¢nym cilem je stat se zrnkem prachu dotykajiciho se
lotosovych nohou néasledovniki Rupy Gésvamiho. VSichni zistante vérné spojeni ve
sluzbé duchovnimu mistrovi (aSraja-vigraha) pro uspokojeni smysla
Transcendentalni Nejvyssi osoby. Nevzdejte se uctivani Hariho ani uprostied stovek
nebezpeci, stovek urdzek nebo stovek prondsledovani. Neztracejte nadSeni, az
uvidite, Ze vétSina lidi v tomto svété nepiijima poselstvi KriSnova upiimného
uctivani. Nikdy se nevzdavejte oslavovani témat o KriSnovi, jsou vaSim vlastnim
osobnim bhadZanem a vasim v§im. Bud’te pokorni jako stéblo travy a snaSenlivi jako
strom a neustale oslavujte Hariho.

V rannich hodinach 1. ledna 1937 Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami odesel.



